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KEY STAGE 4 CHOICES AT LODE HEATH SCHOOL 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR 
PARENTS & CARERS 

 

 

Dear  parent/ carer  

Introduction  

Selecting subjects for study in Years 10 and 11 is an 

important and sometimes challenging process. To assist you 

and your child in making informed decisions, we have 

prepared this booklet alongside a range of additional 

resources. Within these pages, you w ill find detailed 

information about the subjects available, as well as an 

overview of the wider curriculum, ensuring you have a clear 

understanding of how all elements fit together.  

 

The  Curriculum  

We live and work in a rapidly changing world. In response, our 

curriculum is designed to maximise opportunities for 

students as they progress beyond Lode Heath School. We 

offer a broad and balanced range of high - quality 

qualifications, enabling students to  specialise without 

inadvertently limiting future career pathways.  

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum includes new GCSE and vocational 

subjects such as Photography, BTEC Travel and Tourism, 

Health and Social Care, GCSE Media Studies, and GCSE 

Statistics. Although these subjects have not been studied in 

Years 7ï9, students have participated in introductory sessions 

to gain insight into each option.  

In addition, all students will continue to receive education in 

Citizenship, Personal and Social Development (PSD), and 

Economic and Financial Wellbeing through Character and 

Personal Development lessons and across individual subjects.  

 

Further  Information  

To ensure families are fully supported throughout the options process, we 

provide the following:  

¶ Options Evening : A presentation on the process, opportunities 

to visit subject - specific displays, and discussions with specialist 

teachers.  

¶ Online Resources : Pre- recorded videos, supporting materials, 

and links to further guidance.  

¶ Frequently Asked Questions:  Comprehensive sheets 

addressing common queries about pathways.  

¶ Year 9 Consultation Evening : An opportunity for personalised 

advice and clarification.  

¶ Individual Pathway Guidance : For subjects offering both 

GCSE and vocational routes, such as Computer Science and iMedia.  

¶ Dedicated Email Support:  Queries can be directed to 

options@lodeheath.org.uk.  

¶ Careers Advice : Access to an independent career ôs advisor for 

broader guidance.  

¶ Specialist Support : Opportunities to meet curriculum leads, 

SEND specialists, and pastoral staff during the Options Evening.  

We strongly encourage you to utilise these resources and contact us with 

any questions. Senior staff are available via telephone and email.  

 

 

The deadline  for  returning  the 
options         choices  is Friday 13th  March  
midday . 



 
 
 

 

Important Considerations  

Students should keep an open mind when reviewing all subjects before making 

their final choices by the stated deadline. A follow - up curriculum event will be 

held early in Year 10, with further details provided nearer the time.  

The Significance of These Choices  

Post- 16 education providers, such as Solihull Sixth Form College, typically 

require students to achieve at least two GCSEs at grade 6 or above, plus three 

additional GCSEs at grade 4 or higher, including English and Mathematics. 

Competition for places rema ins strong; therefore, students should aim for grade 

6 or higher in subjects they intend to pursue further.  

Please note:  

Students who do not achieve a grade 4 or above in English and/or Mathematics 

must continue to study these subjects until the age of 18.  

English, Mathematics, and Science are considered essential facilitating subjects 

for future education and employment. Students should prioritise achieving the 

highest possible grades in these areas.  

 

Studying  a Modern  Foreign  Language  & Pathways  

The choice  to  study  French or German  is available  to  all  students and  is one  that  

we recommend to a signi fi cant number of students. This is because a good  

quali fi cation  in a Modern  Foreign  Language  is seen as a distinct  advantage,  and  

allows students to secure the English Baccalaureate, or the EBacc, which is a  

complement  of  quali fi cations  seen as enabling  successful  candidates  to  have the  

opportunity  to  enter  the  best  universities.  

 Green  Pathway  students  are those  who  have made  at least  good  progress  in  

either  French/  German,  and for  whom  we recommend  continued  study.  

 Yellow  Pathway  students  are those  who  are free  to  choose  to  study  French/  

German  as part  of  the  options  process.  

Your  child  has received  a pathway  based on our  recommendations  which  best  fi ts 

our  understanding  of  your  child.  Should  you wish  to  discuss  making  a change  to  

this,  you  should  speak  with  Ms Summers,  or  email  ssummers@lodeheath.org.uk  

Pathway  Options  
  Humanities  A: B:  C:  

Green  (EBacc)   GCSE French   
or  German  only  

 

Yellow      

 

The pathway  will be  detailed  on  your  studentõs personalised  record  on  Synergy 

available from Friday 30th  January. 

Studying  GCSE History  or  Geography  

All students must select either GCSE History or GCSE Geography. While both 

subjects are available to all, we recommend Geography for some students due 

to the higher literacy demands of History.  

Vocational  Options  

We are pleased to offer a Hairdressing and Beauty Therapy course, supported by our newly 

equipped on - site salon  

Important  points  to  note.  

Whilst  everything  will  be done  to  ensure  your  child  studies  their  fi rst - choice  

subjects, there may be instances where this cannot be granted. If this occurs, an  

alternate/reserve  choice  will  be offered  and  you  will  be informed  via letter  or  email  

ð if  you  do  not  hear,  no  news is good  news!  It is  vital,  therefore,  that  choices,  

including  alternate/reserve  choices,  are made very  carefully.  

 Courses  will  only  run  when  group  sizes  are viable.  

 When a course  is oversubscribed,  we will  consider  future  pathways,  Attitude  to 

Learning  and  Behaviour  for  Learning  scores  to  help  us decide  which  students  

will  be offered  a place  and  who  will  be given  their  alternate /r eserve choice.  

When selecting subjects, consider:  

¶ Current attainment and pathway grades, on, above or below target . 

¶ Personal strengths and interests.  

¶ Career aspirations and future opportunities.  

¶ The advice and guidance available.  

I wish you and your child all the best at this exciting stage in their education and  

look  forward  to  seeing  you  all  at the  forthcoming  events.  

 
Ms S Summers  

Deputy  Headteacher,  Curriculum and Assessment  

mailto:ssummers@lodeheath.org.uk


 

 

 

Make Your  Choices...  

 
 Core Subjects:   

EVERY Lode  Heath School  student  will  study  the  following  subjects  as part  of  our  core  curriculum:  

¶ GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature  

¶ GCSE Mathematics  

¶ GCSE Science ð either Separate Sciences (Triple Award) or Combined Science  

¶ Physical Education (non - GCSE) 

 Core Choice:   

EVERY Lode  Heath  School  student  will  study  one of the  two  following  Humanities  subjects  as part  of our  core  curriculum:  

Á GCSE History OR GCSE Geography  
 

 

 Optional  Subjects:   

You must  choose  ONE subject  from  each of the Optional  Subject  columns  A, B, or  C as well as a reserve : 

 

 

GCSE French/German   

OR 

GCSE Art & Design **   

GCSE Geography/ History   

BTEC Technical  Award in Sport**      

BTEC Travel and Tourism   

Cambridge National Certificate in 

Enterprise and Marketing **  

Cambridge National Certificate in iMedia  

GCSE Statistics 

City and Guilds Technical Award in Hair 

and  Beauty Level 2  

GCSE Computer Science  

GCSE French/German  

OR 

GCSE Physical  Education**   

BTEC Health and Social  Care 

 GCSE Philosophy & Ethics   

Cambridge National Certificate in Enterprise 

and Marketing **  

Cambridge National Certificate in iMedia  

City and Guilds Technical Award in Hair 

and Beauty Level 2  

GCSE Photography  

GCSE Art & Design**  

WJEC Performing  Arts  in  Drama   

Cambridge National Certificate in 

iMedia**  

GCSE Music  

GCSE Design & Technology **  

GCSE Food and Nutrition *  

BTEC Technical  Award  in  Sport**  

      BTEC Health and Social Care  

    GCSE Business Studies**  

GCSE Media Studies  

GCSE Photography  

GCSE Statistics 

 

     

 
Important points to note: 
These are subject to change  

 Subjects marked with an asterisk (*) may only be chosen as a first - choice option, not as a reserve.  

 Students cannot select two qualifications from the same subject family (e.g., GCSE PE and BTEC Sport ** ; Business Studies and Marketing & 

Enterprise ** , Art and Design Technology** ).  

 The majority of students will study Combined Science, resulting in two GCSEs. Places on the Separate Science course will be o ffered only to 

the highest - performing students based on Year 9 assessments and learning behaviour scores.  

Option  Set A:  Option  Set B:  Option  Set C: 



  Core Subject   
 
 

GCSE English Language & 

English Literature 
Introduction  
All students will undertake GCSEs in both English Language and English Literature resulting in two GCSEs. Both courses are 

statutory. The GCSEs are in the form of linear courses, meaning that the examinations are taken at the end of the course in 

Year 11. GCSE English Language provides students with critical life skills that will help them understand the rest of the curriculum 

as well as the world around them. Furthermore, it provides them with core skills that are crucial in helping them to obtain a 

place at college and university. Moreover, it develops the key skills needed in lots of different careers ranging from law to 

administration to journalism. As English Language covers such a wide range of core reading and writing skills and literature 

from across centuries, students should start to see and question the world with a new understanding. 

Students are also given the opportunity to study GCSE English Literature and are able to engage with a wide variety of 

texts and poetry. 

 

 

English  Language  

The GCSE syllabus will balance knowledge, understanding 

and skills to enable students to become effective learners 

and to provide a solid foundation for their continuing 

educational journey. The course will allow students to: 

 Develop the ability to communicate clearly, 

accurately, and effectively when speaking and writing 

 Learn how to use a wide range of vocabulary and how 

to use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation 

 Develop a personal style and an awareness of the 

audience being addressed. 

Assessment  

Assessment of the English Language course is by external 

examinations of two papers, with a total weighting of 

100% consisting of: 

 Responding to non-fiction and fiction texts (50%) 

 Two writing tasks (50%) 

 In addition, students must also undertake one speaking 

and listening oral assessment (this will be assessed in 

school, and the mark will appear on your examination 

certification, but will not count towards the final GCSE 

mark/grade). 

English  Literature  

English literature will focus on four areas of classic 

literature, including a Shakespeare play, an aspect of a 

modern work of fiction in the English Literary Heritage, a 

19th century novel and  poetry.  Within the poetry section, 

students will be assessed on unseen poetry and poems 

from an anthology that they have studied prior to the exam.  

Assessment  

Assessment of the literature course is through the external 

examination of two papers consisting of: 

 One response to a modern drama text 

 One response to a Shakespeare text 

ƴ One response to a 19th century novel 

 One comparative response to seen poetry and two responses to unseen poetry 

 
 
 
 

 
  Stewart  Hemley  as Macbeth    



  Core Subject   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EDEXCEL GCSE 
MATHEMATICS  

 
 

 

 
Introduction  

Throughout  the  next  two  years students  will  be working  towards  a fi nal  GCSE assessment.  

They will study the Edexcel syllabus matched to their ability, following on from the work done in  

previous  years.  It  will  extend  knowledge  of,  and  improve  skills,  in:  number,  algebra,  and  ratio,  

and  proportion,  rates  of  change,  geometry,  probability  and  statistics.  

Students  will  develop  skills  in  using  and  applying  mathematics,  as there  will  be  a big  emphasis  

on  problem  solving.  

 

Assessment  

GCSE Mathematics is a linear course which means the examinations are at the end of the course 

in Year 11. They will test knowledge, understanding and use of all the aspects of mathematics 

stated above. 

There will be three papers of 1.5 hours each: 

 One non-calculator paper 

 Two calculator papers 

 
All of these aspects will be assessed at Key Stages during Years 10 and 11. This will enable your 

child to not only experience GCSE questions but enable them to track their progress throughout 

this time. 

 
Equipment  

It is important that your child has their own equipment available for use in school, for homework 

and for examinations. This should include a ruler, protractor, pair of compasses and a fractional 

scientifi c calculator, as well as pens, pencils, rubber, and pencil sharpener. 

Students are expected to bring this equipment to all mathematics lessons. 



  Core Subject   
 
 
 
 

AQA GCSE SCIENCES 
 
 

 

EVERY student  in  Years  10  and  11  will  study  Science.  

All students in Year 10 and 11 will continue to study science at Lode Heath. We 

offer two pathways through Key Stage 4, as outlined below. 

Students will follow the most appropriate course based on their previous 

experiences and ability demonstrated at Key Stage 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AQA COMBINED SCIENCE 
 

 

The GCSE Combined  Science  (Trilogy)  Double  Award  (x2) Course  

Students studying Combined Science: Trilogy will cover the three science disciplines of biology, chemistry, and physics. 

Combined Science: Trilogy takes a logical and coherent journey through the familiar and new content. 

Students will follow the syllabus provided by the AQA examination board. The course will be taught on a linear basis with all 

examinations at the end of Year 11. 

 
Assessment  

 Six papers: Two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. Each will assess different topics. 

 Duration: All papers are 1 hour 15 minutes. 

 Tiers: Foundation and higher. 

 Weighting: The papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 16.7 % of the grade and has 70 marks. 

 Question types: Multiple choice, structure, closed, short answer and open response. 

 
Practical  Work  

There are 16 required practicalôs set out in the specification that students must experience and be familiar with the apparatus 

and techniques. 

Students will conduct this practical work in lesson time and the written exams will include questions that draw specifically on 

studentsô practical science experience. At least 15% of marks for each GCSE will be allocated to these questions. 



  Core Subject   
 
 
 
 

AQA GCSE 
BIOLOGY/CHEMISTRY/PHYSICS  

 

 

Introduction  

We are also offering some students the opportunity to study separate sciences at Lode Heath. This course is to target and motivate our highest achieving students at Key 

Stage 3. These students must be very hard working and have a genuine interest in science. They may already have a career in mind that is science based. This course will 

lead to three separate GCSE qualifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics by the end of Year 11. 

Whilst Combined Science is the foundation to Advanced level study, the Separate Science course has a greater breadth as it covers a greater number of topics. 

 

 

Biology  Assessment  

 Two papers: Each paper will assess knowledge and understanding from different topics. 

Paper 1 covers cell biology; organisation; infection and response, and bioenergetics. 

Paper 2 covers homeostasis and response; inheritance, variation and evolution and 

ecology. 

 Duration: Both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. 

 Tiers: Foundation and higher. 

 Weighting: The papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade and 

has 100 marks available. 

 Question types: Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. 

 
Chemistry  Assessment  

 Two papers: Each paper will assess knowledge and understanding from different topics. 

Paper 1 covers atomic structure and the periodic table; bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter; quantitative chemistry; chemical changes; and energy changes. 

Paper 2 covers the rate and extent of chemical change; organic chemistry; chemical 

analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources. 

 Duration: Both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. 

 Tiers: Foundation and higher. 

 Weighting: The papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade and 

has 100 marks available. 

 Question types: Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. 

 
Physics  Assessment  

 Two papers: Each paper will assess knowledge and understanding from different topics. 

Paper 1 covers energy; electricity; particle model of matter and atomic structure. 

Paper 2 covers forces; waves; magnetism and electromagnetism and space physics. 

 Duration: Both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. 

 Tiers: Foundation and higher. 

 Weighting: The papers are equally weighted. Each is worth 50% of the grade and 

has 100 marks available. 

 Question types: Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. 

Practical  Work  

There are 8 required   practicalôs for each discipline (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) 

set out in the specification that students must experience and be familiar with the 

apparatus and techniques. Students will conduct this practical work in lesson time 

and the written exams will include questions that draw specifically on studentsô 

practical science experience. At least 15% of marks for each GCSE will be allocated to 

these questions. 

Students are awarded their Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs at the end of Year 

11. Students will be graded from 1-9, with 9 being the highest. 

This is not a course for the faint-hearted, as we will be covering a lot of ground over 

the course of Key Stage 4, with all the material taken from the high-level sections of 

the syllabus. Consequently, this course will only be offered to our highest achieving 

students from Key Stage 3. It must be noted that the Separate Science course needs 

an additional hour to cover the topic material thoroughly. 

 
Hard  work  will  be  rewarded  with  excellent  results  

Here is a summary to show how the various pathways link together as the students 

move through Years 10 and Year 11: 

Year 10 Science     GCSE Combined  Science    Separate  Science  

(Double Award) GCSE Biology 

GCSE Chemistry 

GCSE Physics 
 

 

Year 11 Science     GCSE Combined  Science    Separate  Science  

(Double Award) GCSE Biology 

GCSE Chemistry 

GCSE Physics 
 

 

   



  Core Subjects   
 
 
 
 

NON-EXAM 
PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  

 
 

 
 
 

Introduction  

Students will be required to complete three CORE PE lessons per fortnight to fulfi l the 

statutory requirements of the National Curriculum. Here students will tackle a wide range 

of complex and demanding physical activities that develops their personal fi tness and 

promotes an active, healthy lifestyle. 

 

Students  will  be taught  to:  

 Use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome 

opponents in team and individual games. 

 Develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports. 

 Evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate 

improvement across a range of physical activities to achieve their personal best. 

This will be achieved through a variety of sports and activities including: 

 Football  Rugby  Badminton 

 Table Tennis  Dance  Aerobic Activities 

 Netball  Circuit Training  Handball. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Maria  Sharapova   



  Core Choice   
 
 
 
 

AQA GCSE 
GEOGRAPHY 

 

 

Introduction  

Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United 

Kingdom, higher income countries (USA), newly emerging economies (India) and lower 

income countries (The Philippines). Topics of study include climate change, poverty, 

deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. 

Students are encouraged to understand their role in society by considering different 

viewpoints, values and attitudes. 

Geography is a subject that will allow students the access to a huge range of relevant 

careers for their future and is valued greatly by employers. 

All students entered for the examinations will complete three units as detailed below: 

 
Assessment  

The AQA specifi cation GCSE course is divided into three components which combine to 

provide a solid grounding in this engaging and important subject. These components are: 

 Unit  1: Living  with  the Physical  Environment:  

Section A: The Challenge of Natural Hazards, including earthquakes, tropical storms, 

and climate change. 

Section  B: The Living World, including rainforests and deserts. 

Section  C: Physical Landscapes in the UK, including coasts and rivers. 

Assessment:  Worth 35% of the GCSE, assessed through a 90-minute exam. 

 Unit  2: Challenges  in  the Human  Environment:  

Section  A: Urban Issues and Challenges, including urbanisation and sustainable living. 

Section  B: The Changing Economic World, including development and the UK economy. 

Section  C: The Challenge of Resource Management, with a focus on food management. 

Assessment:  Worth 35% of the GCSE, assessed through a 90-minute exam. 

 Unit  3: Geographical  Skills:  

Section A: Pre-released resource booklet to learn about in lessons - and then 

examined on. 

Section B: Fieldwork. Two focus areas in the same location: Rhyl. The physical focus is on 

how hard engineering helps the coastline and the human focus is on urban decline in 

the area. 

Section  C: Geographical skills; maps, graphs, photos. 

Assessment:  Worth 30% of the GCSE, assessed through a 90-minute exam. 

 
Exam  Structure  

The exam will be structured to include a range of question types: 

Multiple choice, short answer, and levels of response. 



  Core Choice   
 
 
 
 

EDEXCEL GCSE 
HISTORY  

 

 

Introduction  
 

Students will get to study a mixture of global and British History, 

building on the knowledge and skills they have developed in Key 

Stage 3.   

The GCSE course follows the Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History syllabus.  

The Course  

Paper  One:  Thematic Study  of  Medicine in Britain, c1250 ïpresent 

and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914 ï18: injuries, 

treatment,  and the trenches.   

 

This unit will cover:  

Ideas about the causes of illness and disease 1250-present.   

Ideas and approaches towards treatment and prevention 1250- present.  

Three case studies; the Black Death, the Great Plague, Cholera in London 

and Lung Cancer 

Historic Environment: Medicine on the Western Front1 hour 20-minute 

written examination worth 30% of the overall qualification. 

 

Assessment:  1 hour 20-minute examination worth 30% of the overall 

qualification.   

 

Paper Two : Period  study and British depth study: Early 

Elizabethan England 1558 -88 & Superpower  relations and the 

Cold War, 1941 ï91.  

Early Elizabethan England will cover:  

Queen, government, and religion 1558-69 

Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad 1569-88 

Elizabethan Society 1558-88 

 

The Superpower Relations Unit will cover: 

The origins of the Cold War, 1941ï58 

Cold War crises, 1958ï70 

The end of the Cold War, 1970ï91 

 

Assessment:  1 hour 50-minute examination worth 40% of the overall 

qualification.   

 

Paper  Three : M odern  world  study:  Weimar  and  Nazi  Germany,  1918 -

1939.  

This unit will cover:  

The Weimar Republic 1918-29 

Nazi Rise to Power 1919-1933 

Control and Opposition 1933-1939 

Life in Nazi Germany 1933-1939 

 

Assessment: 1 hour 30-minute written examination worth 30% of the overall 

qualification. 

 

Why  study  History  at  GCSE? 

 You enjoy it. 

 You need to be able to, and want to, learn, retain, remember, revise 

key facts and key features across several topics within each course. 

 You enjoy finding out about new topics and being able to analyse and 

understand them. 

 You want to develop your skills of critical thinking combining analysis, 

research, essay writing and communication skills to help you to solve 

problems and form arguments for debate. 

 It will help you with other GCSE and A level essay subjects like English 

Literature, Languages, Media Studies, Law, Politics, Philosophy, 

Psychology, Economics and Sociology. It helps you develop both 

writing and analysis skills, so it can also be really useful alongside a 

science subject or Maths to broaden your knowledge and abilities. 

 It prepares you very well for careers in areas such as: 

Law, politics, public sector, business, marketing, journalism, 

economics, teaching, academia, insurance, social research, 

archaeology, and curation (museums, galleries, archives, and libraries). 

 

Thinking  beyond  GCSEsé 

If you are considering going onto higher education then remember, 

according to the Russell Group website, an A Level in History after a GCSE 

in History would be very useful: ñWe call these subjects (including History A 

Level) ófacilitatingô because choosing them at advanced level leaves open 

a wide range of options for university study.ò 

 
A high  level  of  literacy  is required  to  undertake 

this  subject  - please  speak  to  your  

childôs class  teacher  if  you  have  any  concerns.  



 

 

  Optional Subject   
 
 
 
 

PEARSON BTEC TECH AWARD IN T RAVEL & TOURISM  
 
 

The Course  

This course will give learners the opportunity to develop knowledge and 
technical skills in a practical learning environment. They will develop key 
skills through vocational contexts, by exploring the different travel and 
tourism organisations and how they ensure they are successful. They will 
also develop and understanding of the different features that make tourist 
destinations popular, and how organisations meet customer 
requirements, and the influences on global travel and tourism customers 
have. They draw on their own personal experiences as well as learning 
new knowledge about the ever-growing travel industry to be able to use 
this in the future 

Once learners have completed the qualification, they will have developed 
an understanding of the travel and tourism sector. They will have built 
useful skills, which are not generally covered in GCSE courses, and will 
have developed a good understanding of whether the travel and tourism 
sector is for them and, if so, which part of it they might want to study 
further. 

All learners taking this qualification will study three components, covering 
the following content areas: 

Component  1- Travel  and  Tourism  Organisations  

and  Destinations:  

Internal Assessment through written assessments worth 

30% of the final qualification grade.  

This component will focus on: 

- Understanding the aims of UK travel and tourism organisations. 

- Looking at how different organisations work together in the tourism 
industry. 

- Exploring the different types of travel and tourism and what makes 
popular tourist destinations. 

 Component  2- Customer  Needs  in  Travel  and  

Tourism: Internal Assessment through written assessments worth 

30% of the final qualification grade. 

This component will focus on: 

- Investigating and identifying the newest trends in travel and 

tourism. 

- How companies meet the needs and preferences of travel and 

tourism customers to be successful. 

- Travel planning for customers trips to meet their needs and 

preferences. 

 

Component  3- : Global  In fl uences  on  Travel  and  

Tourism:  External Assessment through synoptic examination 

worth 40% of the final qualification grade. 

This component will focus on: 
 
- Factors that can influence travel and tourism. 

- How organisations and destinations respond to these factors. 

- The impact of travel and tourism at global destinations. 

- How destinations can manage the impacts of tourism and control 

tourism development to achieve sustainable tourism. 

Assessment  Structure  

The qualification consists of three components that give learners the opportunity to 
develop broad knowledge and understanding of the travel and tourism sector, and 
specialist skills and techniques in research and communication at Levels 1 and 2. 
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment whilst component 3 
is assessed through an external synoptic assessment. 

Internal Assessments 

Components 1 and 2 are assessed through non-exam internal assessment. Each 
worth 30% and accounts for 60% of the overall grade. The non-exam internal 
assessment for these components has been designed to demonstrate application of 
the conceptual knowledge underpinning the sector through realistic tasks and 
activities. This style of assessment promotes deep learning through ensuring the 
connection between knowledge and practice. Non-exam internal assessments are 
delivered through Pearson-set Assignments. These assignments are set by Pearson, 
marked by internally and moderated by Pearson. 

External Assessment ï Externally moderated 

There is one external assessment, Component 3, which provides the main synoptic 
assessment for the qualification. Component 3 builds directly on Components 1 and 
2 and enables learning to be brought together and applied to realistic contexts. It 
requires learners to apply their knowledge and understanding of the factors 
influencing tourism, the impact of tourism on destinations, and destination 
management to travel and tourism contexts. The external assessment will be set and 
marked by Pearson and completed under supervised conditions. It will be completed 
in two hours within the period timetabled by Pearson. It is worth 60 marks and 
accounts for 40% of the course. 

 



  Optional Subject   
 
 
 
 

AQA GCSE FRENCH OR GERMAN 
 
 

Introduction  

The Modern Languages Department offers courses in French and 

German, and you will continue the language you started in Year 7 and 

study it to GCSE level. Students who can offer a foreign language will 

always impress all employers, and there are other great reasons for 

taking a language at GCSE: 

 English is not enough! Not everyone speaks, or wants to speak, 

English. 

 A language will always be useful, no matter what you do. In class, 

you get to study a wide range of topics all about different people 

and cultures, not just how to speak. 

 Languages mean business ï being able to speak a language will 

make you really stand out. 

 It is impressive to be able to speak a foreign language. It is a real 

achievement that employers will love! 

 You can understand and talk to lots more people when you go 

abroad. 

 Using a language at work could raise your salary by 8-20%. 

 Learning languages really improves your communication skills. 

 

For further information on where languages can take you visit: 

Why Should I Study Languages? (successatschool.org) 

8 Reasons to Choose a Language at GCSE and A level | 
School Guide Blog 

 

An increasing range of jobs require a language, as does any area 

of employment in the ever-expanding tourism industry. Almost 

every application form you will ever fill in asks for details of 

languages spoken ï make sure you can fill yours in! 

ñSeven in ten businesses (70%) value foreign language skills among 

their employees, particularly in helping build relations with clients, 

customers and suppliers. French (49%) and German (45%) are the 

leading languages in demandò from óChanging the Paceô, a 

CBI/Pearson education and skills survey produced in 2013. 

 
 

Please note that The Russell Group Universities value language skills. 

They state: ñOur members value language skillsé..ò from Subject 

choices at school and college (russellgroup.ac.uk). 

In addition, many university courses have the option of studying a 

language alongside the main subject, or sometimes the course offers 

the opportunity for study abroad. The experience of how to learn a 

language will be of great use when continuing with the same 

language or when learning a brand-new language. 

Students will follow the same AQA linear course in French or German 

and they will be assessed in four skills; Speaking; Listening; Reading; 

and Writing. 

 
Course  Themes  

 People and Lifestyle :  

 Popular culture  

 Communication and the world around us.   

 
 

Grammar is a very important part of the course and is delivered 

according to ability. Students will definitely need to understand 

present, past and future tenses, express opinions and give 

justifications. High frequency vocabulary is also essential to all 

elements of the examination, and regular vocabulary tests will help 

encourage students to learn vocabulary throughout the course. 

As in KS3, extensive use will be made of ICT, language learning 

websites and authentic materials to enhance the curriculum. 

 
Summary  of  course  for  French  and  German  

 Paper  1, Listening:  Worth 25% of final GCSE mark. 

 Paper 2, Speaking: Worth 25% of the final GCSE mark and 

conducted by your teacher and featuring role-play; reading 

aloud, photo card discussion and follow up questions. 

 Paper  3, Reading:  Worth 25% of final GCSE mark, which 

includes reading comprehension, short texts to translate. 

 Paper 4, Writing: Worth 25% of final GCSE mark. This involves 

writing about a picture, a short writing task and a longer writing 

task with a choice of topic for the longer writing task. It also 

contains a short grammar task.  

 

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/371/Why-Study-Languages
https://www.schoolguide.co.uk/blog/8-reasons-to-choose-a-language-at-gcse-and-a-level
https://www.schoolguide.co.uk/blog/8-reasons-to-choose-a-language-at-gcse-and-a-level
https://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/
https://russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college/


  Optional Subject   
 
 
 
 

OCR GCSE 
ART & DESIGN 
(FINE  ART) 

 
 
 

 

Introduction  

This two-year course is designed to offer students the opportunity to work in a range 

of materials, both 2-D and 3-D, experiment with their own personal ideas and develop 

a range of creative processes. Students will develop skills learnt in Key Stage 3 and will 

also investigate different themes and subjects from the work of other artists to aid in 

their creative process. Year 10 is an opportunity for students to develop their skills and 

learn new techniques. 

 
Assessment  

Assessments are based on the recording, development, refinement and presentation 

of an idea. Student success at Art GCSE can be attributed to skills in handling materials 

and a disciplined approach to productivity, ensuring work is produced to the highest 

of standards and the deadlines met. 

The course is made up of two components; a Portfolio (60%) and an Externally Set Task 

(40%). Students will be expected to develop artefacts and personal outcomes in 

relation to their chosen area of study. The Portfolio is made up of practical work, which 

explores the skills, knowledge and understanding in the learnerôs chosen practical area 

of study. This specification is 100% non-exam assessment; all components are internally 

marked and externally moderated by visit. 

 
Course  Aims  

A GCSE in Art & Design (Fine Art) can lead to further studies and potential 

employment in fields such as: 

 Graphic Design  Illustration  Fine art 

 Fashion  Interior Design Theatre Design 

 Film Making  Architecture  Photography 

 Animation 

The course offered has high expectations in terms of the work produced both in terms 

of quantity and quality, but the personal rewards are well worth the hard work! 

 
Further  Information  

If you have any questions regarding GCSE Art & Design 

please speak to Mrs Kew or Ms Pearce.. 

 

 

 


